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Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas from “Home Alone 2” …….John Williams (b. 1932) 
Isaiah Castro, conductor 

Spirit of the Seasons from “The Polar Express” .………….……………Alan Silvestri (b. 1950) 
Isaiah Castro, conductor 

White Christmas ……….…………………………………………………………………………Irving Berlin (1888-1989) 
arr. Carmen Dragon (1914-1984) 

Michael Huynh, conductor 

In the Bleak Midwinter ……….………………………………..…………………………Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
Sonora Chorus 

Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ……….……………………….………………………Mack Wilberg (b. 1955) 
Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Somewhere in My Memory from “Home Alone” ……….…………………John Williams (b. 1932) 
Michael Huynh, conductor 

Carol of the Bells …………………………………………..………………………Mykola Leontovych (1877-1921) 
Sonora Chorus 

Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Christmas Time Is Here ………….……………………………………….………………Vince Guaraldi (1928-1976) 
arr. Bill Cunliffe (b. 1956) 

Synesthesia Sinfonietta 
Isaiah Castro, conductor 

God Bless Us Everyone from “A Christmas Carol” ……..……………Alan Silvestri (b. 1950) 
Jonathan Frias, tenor solo 
Isaiah Castro, conductor

PROGRAM



Intermission 


Christams Fanfare …………………………………………………………………………………..…Isaiah Castro (b. 1994) 

Synesthesia Sinfonietta 
Isaiah Castro, conductor 

Silent Night ..…….……………………………………………….……………………Franz Xaver Gruber  (1787-1863) 

arr. John Rutter (b. 1945) 

Jonathan Frias, conductor 

For Unto Us a Child Is Born .……………………………….…George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 

Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Sleigh Ride ……….……………………………………………….….………………………Leroy Anderson (b. 1908-1975) 

Synesthesia Sinfonietta 
Michael Huynh, conductor 

Away in a Manger ……….……………………………………………………William J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) 

arr. John Rutter (b. 1945) 

Sonora Chorus 
Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Deck the Hall .…………………………..……………………………..……………………… Carmen Dragon (1914-1984) 

Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Hodie ……….……………………………………………………………………………….………………Lee R Kesselman (b. 1951) 

Sonora Chorus 
Jonathan Frias, conductor 

Joy to the World ……..………………………………………………………………….…………Mack Wilberg (b. 1955) 

Isaiah Castro, conductor 

O Holy Night .…..………………………………………………………………………………………….…………Bradley Knight 

Isaiah Castro, conductor



ABOUT THE DIRECTORS
ISAIAH CASTRO, aritistic & music director 
Synesthesia Sinfonietta 

Responsible for overseeing all programs and events, Isaiah Castro is an award-winning 
conductor, composer, and founding member of the Synesthesia Sinfonietta. Based in the 
Southern California area, Castro studied instrumental conducting with Kimo Furumoto, 
and composition at California State University, Fullerton’s School of Music. 

His passion for music began at the age of 10 with piano and bass trombone, inspiring him 
to express interest in conducting and composing at the age of 12. His most recent 
accomplishments feature: being commissioned by the San Jose Youth Symphony, 
compositional recognition from the American Harp Society, scoring original music for 
Embark Dance Theatre, achieving status on the Grammy Awards ballot, and much more. 

Castro enjoys collaborating with solo artists and ensembles around the globe creating new 
music one work at a time. As both a composer and conductor, he is in high demand by 
several organizations throughout California as well as the nation. Presently, he is dedicated to the development and success of 
the Synesthesia Sinfonietta through the production of orchestral concerts that are accessible to the public at little to no cost. 

MICHAEL HUYNH, associate director 
Synesthesia Sinfonietta 

Responsible for overseeing chamber programs, Michael Huynh, conductor and 
clarinetist, is a recent graduate of Azusa Pacific University where he studied orchestral 
conducting with Christopher Russell. 

As a conductor, Huynh has an interest in the orchestral and operatic repertoire. In 2018, 
he was selected to appear at the College Orchestra Directors Association National 
Conference with Alan McMurray in a master class setting. Recent conducting 
engagements include assistant conducting Opera UCI’s 2019 production of Die 
Fledermaus, where he also served as the chorus master, leading the California Solisti in 
collaboration with  the Arts at St. Margaret’s, and performances with the Community 
Youth Orchestra of Southern California. 

Huynh holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Clarinet Performance from the University of 
California, Irvine and a Master of Music degree in Orchestral Conducting from Azusa Pacific University where he studied with 
Christopher Russell. He also holds professional affiliations with College Orchestra Directors Association and Mu Phi Epsilon 
Professional Music Fraternity.

MARANDA LI, assistant director 
Synesthesia Sinfonietta 

Trained as a cellist, Maranda Li received her B.A. in Music from the University of 
California, Irvine, where she studied with Dr. Margaret Parkins. She has been deeply 
engaged with classical music from a young age and has performed both solo and in 
ensembles of varying size, but her first love is the Symphony Orchestra.  

From 2016-2019, Li lived in Amami, Japan where she served as conductor of the Amami 
Orchestra. There, she oversaw the development of the orchestra through its early 
formative period, prepared them for performances under guest conductors, created and 
taught classes for beginner string players, and frequently collaborated with local soloists as 
both a conductor and a cellist. She also expanded the scope of Amami Orchestra's 
educational outreach efforts through a series of side-by-side performances with local high 
school wind bands that continued even after her return to the US. 

Li currently studies conducting with Dr. Stephen Tucker. When not on the podium or playing in the orchestra as a cellist, Li 
enjoys performing chamber music, teaching, and arranging. She currently holds a position as community program coordinator 

for OC Music & Dance, Orange County's premier non-profit music school, which is 
dedicated to making performing arts accessible to every child.



JONATHAN FRIAS, aritistic director 
Sonora Chorus 

Jonathan Frias, is the founding member and artistic director of Sonora Chorus. Founded 
in March of 2023, Sonora Chorus has given three concerts including one at The Richard 
Nixon Library in Yorba Linda.  Jonathan received his Master of Music degree in Choral 
Conducting from California State University Los Angeles in 2015 where he studied 
conducting under Donald Brinegar and Sebastian Valleé, and received two Bachelor of 
Arts degrees from California State University San Bernardino (CSUSB) in Music 
Education and Music Technology, with a minor in Jazz Studies, in 2010.   

In June 2010, Jonathan had the opportunity as the tenor soloist for the world premiere of 
Manuel Garcia’s Mass in D Major and Salve Regina, performing in the composer's 
hometown of Seville, Spain.  He also represented CSUSB and the United States of 
America playing string bass in a jazz combo at the Surin International Folklore Festival 
and the Thailand International Jazz Conference in 2010, 2011, and 2012. In April 2015, 
Jonathan presented the modern world premiere of Manuel Garcia’s “Messa 3a (1818)” which featured four vocal soloists, a full 
choir, and an organist; this was the first time the piece had been performed in the Western Hemisphere and the second time it 
was performed since it’s original premiere in 1818 in England.  

Along with performing in professional vocal and choral ensembles, Jonathan is a touring professional instrumentalist performing 
with The Jazz Cartel, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, and many other ensembles.  He is also currently an Associate Faculty member at 
Mt. San Jacinto College where he teaches private lessons in string bass and voice and is the director of the MSJC Jazz 
Ensemble I and Golden Eagles Jazz Ensemble.

JESSICA GUBATON, assistant director 
Sonora Chorus 

Jessica Gubaton, soprano, earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from California State 
University of San Bernardino, where she received vocal training from esteemed 
instructors Dr. Stacey Fraser, Dr. Andrew Crane, and Kosta Popovic. 

With a foundation in classical training, Jessica has showcased her talent in various opera 
productions, including notable performances in Mozart's Die Zauberflöte, Offenbach's 
The Tales of Hoffman, Mozart's Impresario, and Mozart's Cosi fan Tutte. Beyond her 
classical repertoire, she has demonstrated her versatility in jazz voice, sharing the stage 
with renowned artists like BB King, Manhattan Transfer, and Bob Mintzer. Her 
exceptional abilities were recognized at the Reno Jazz Festival in 2011 and 2012, where 
she received awards. 

Jessica's musical journey began early, participating in choirs since the age of 8, fueling her enduring passion for choral music. 
Over the years, she has lent her vocal talents to performances across Italy, Spain, and California. Her leadership roles include 
Choral Director positions at The Corona Civic Light Opera House and Richardson Prep Hi Middle School, as well as 
Assistant Choral Director roles at Rancho Verde High School and her current position with the Sonora Chorus. 

Although there was a hiatus in Jessica's musical pursuits from 2013 to 2023, she has joyously returned to the scene. Singing 
with the Sonora Chorus and serving as the Assistant Choral Director for this ensemble has been a profound honor and 
privilege for her, marking a triumphant comeback to the world of music.



THE ORCHESTRA
VIOLIN I 
Noah Cisneros 
Chujian Li 
Carmen Marquez 
Meri Sheegog 
Aaron Tam+ 

VIOLIN II 
Ava Brackett* 
Ariana Mares 
Karen Martins 
Belle Suot 

VIOLA 
Sydney Aaron 
Ioana Istrate 
Andy Park 
Dani Tam* 

CELLO 
Emily Balderrama 
Chad Cuadro 
Josie Holmquist 
Maranda Li* 
Annabelle Miller 
Irene Park 
Aaron Zamarron 

BASS 
Andrew De Stackelberg* 
Aiden Neuman 
Tara Regalado 

FLUTE 
Luis Alvarado 
Marlon Arriaza* 
Joe Di Fiore 
Eyana Fomby 

PICCOLO 
Joe Di Fiore 
Eyana Fomby 

OBOE 
Karen Hernandez* 
Bennett Kai Imai 
Rohan Ramanan 

ENGLISH HORN 
Bennett Kai Imai 
Rohan Ramanan 

CLARINET 
Carlos Herrera 
David Sanchez 
Jenna Tatiyatrairong* 

BASS CLARINET 
Carlos Herrera 

CONTRABASS CLARINET 
Joe Di Fiore 

BASSOON 
Kyra Harris 
Ingrid Hernandez* 
Emily Lazernik 

HORN 
Gabby Baniqued 
Alex Delperdang 
Ian Dutra* 
Andrew Fong 
Tim Moy 
Ted Nugent 
Danny Ward 
Patrick Williams 

TRUMPET 
Julie Morimoto 
Troy Sargent* 
Cameron Smith 
Zach Spiess 

TROMBONE 
Luis Gracia Alonso* 
Toby Hung 

BASS TROMBONE 
Nathan Fulmizi 

TUBA 
David Jimenez* 

TIMPANI 
Jared Davenport* 
 
PERCUSSION 
Taylor Estep 
Ben Maley 
Eleanor Núñez 
Hiram Rivera* 
Evangeline Yip 

BULLWHIP 
Travis Stone 

HARP 
Jillian Lopez* 
Anna Reynolds 

PIANO | CELESTA 
Julia Weiner 

HARPSICHORD 
Eleanor Núñez 

ORGAN 
Adán Alejándro Fernández 

+concertmaster 
*principal



THE CHOIR
SOPRANOS 
Danielle Carlson 
Annabella Fulmizi 
Bianca Galicia 
Myungseo Kenzie Kim 
Leslie Gonzalez-Martinez  
Jessica Gubaton 
Priscilla Lopez 
Vaigafa Tanielu-Edward 

TENORS 
Jonathan Frias 
Elias Martinez 
Keith Morton 
Rhonert Pascual 
Brandon Whiteker 

ALTOS 
Miriam Adhanon 
Andy Lacefield 
Briana Morales 
Kimberly Ruppert 

BASSES 
Joshua Bill 
Jordan Ceyeli 
Jose Luis Maldonado 
Steven Razo 
Isaias Sifuentes

STAFF
Chester McCurry 
Sammi Smith 
Britt Rogers 
Cameron Johnstn 
Isaac Castro 
David M La Jovel 
Steven Razo 

FCCLA event coordinator 
FCCLA performing arts coordinator 
recording engineer 
audio technician 
photographer 
photographer 
videographer

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

SynesthesiaSinfonietta Sonora Chorus

Facebook: facebook.com/synesthesia.sinfonietta

Instagram: @synesthesia.sinfonietta @sonorachorus

YouTube: youtube.com/@synesthesiasinfonietta youtube.com/@sonorachorus

Website: www.synesthesiasinfonietta.com www.sonorachorus.com



SUPPORT US
Thank you for attending our performance of "Sounds of the Season”. We hope 

you enjoyed our program. It has taken a monumental effort from many generous 
people to make this concert possible, and we thank each and every one of them. In 
order to make future endeavors for this organization possible, donations are vital. 
Synesthesia Sinfonietta is a nonprofit organization in the State of California with 
501(c)3 tax-exempt status, striving to bring local artists into the spotlight and in 
order to continue, we ask that you consider donating what you can tonight. 

Scan the QR codes to support our ensembles and join our list of supporters! 

Thank you for supporting the arts!

Synesthesia Sinfonietta Supporters 

Guerry Collins & Rena Stone 
Bret Iwan 

Nessa Maez 
Loretta Malaby 

Mark & Noriko Malaby 
Bill Rogers & Camille Dixon 

Anonymous Supporter 

Sonora Chorus Supporters 
Gonzalez-Martínez Family 
Gubaton-Baldwin Family  

Lacefield Family 
Razo Family 

Ruppert Family 

MARK L MALABY, ART 
+ ARCHITECHTURE

YADEGAR, MINOOFAR, 
SOLEYMANI LLP

Ballet Kukan Academy

Special Thanks to:

First Congregational Church of Los Angeles &

Donate to Synesthesia Sinfonietta Donate to Sonora Chorus


